
INVESTIGATIONS	IN	ACTION	
Inves&ga&ons	 are	 in	 full	 swing	 in	 our	 Year	 0-3	 classrooms.	 Walker	
Learning	 follows	 the	 developmental	 stages	 of	 the	 child	 where	 they		
explore,	create	and	develop	skills	through	open	ended	experiences.	Play	

and	 ac&ve	 inves&ga&on	 gives	 children	
opportuni&es	 to	 foster	 physical	 competence	
and	enjoyment,	to	understand	and	make	sense	
of	 their	world,	 to	 interact	with	 others,	 express	
and	 control	 emo&ons,	 and	 develop	 problem	
solving	abili&es.	Having	focus	students	each	day	
enables	 teachers	 to	 strengthen	 rela&onships	
and	 scaffold	 individual	 children’s	 learning.	 As	
you	 can	 see	 in	 these	 photos	 it	 is	 also	 a	 very	
engaging	 way	 to	 begin	 the	 day	 in	 these	
classrooms.	

Check	out	our	website	-	www.ly<onstreet.school.nz

WHĀNAU	EVENING	TONIGHT	-	COME	AND	JOIN	US.
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WHĀNAU	EVENING	/	MEET	THE	TEACHER	
Come	 on	 down	 and	 join	 us	 tonight	 for	 a	 fun	 evening	 with	 our	
community.	The	weather	 looks	good	so	pack	togs	for	the	water	slides	
and	 head	 to	 the	 school	 field	 from	5:15pm.	 A	 reminder	 that	 teachers	
will	be	 in	their	classrooms	from	4:45pm	for	a	chat	 if	you’d	 like	to	pop	
in.	 Sausages	 and	 ice	blocks	will	 be	on	 sale	but	 feel	 free	 to	pack	 your	
own	picnic	if	you’d	rather.	See	you	there.

SWIMMING	
We’ve	had	 some	 stunning	weather	 this	week	 to	 kick	off	our	 Year	3-6	
swimming	lessons	at	Makino	Aqua&c	Centre.	We	are	very	lucky	to	have	
secured	 funding	 through	 Kelly	 Sports	 for	 the	 Water	 Skills	 For	 Life	
programme	for	our	Year	3/4	classes.	This	ini&a&ve	is	designed	to	teach	
water	safety	skills	and	build	confidence	in	the	water	with	an	overall	aim	
to	 foster	 an	 enjoyment	 of	 swimming.	 We	 have	 Makino	 swimming	
instructors	taking	these	lessons	which	we	are	very	grateful	for.	Our	Year	
5/6	 students	 are	 focusing	 on	 water	 confidence	 but	 also	 their	 stroke	
development.	Each	of	these	classes	have	four	LSS	staff	members	taking	
the	 lessons	which	ensures	 consistency.	Of	 course	 if	 you	would	 like	 to	
assist	any	Year	5/6	class	with	their	lessons	then	feel	free	to	chat	to	the	
classroom	teacher.	Swimming	sports	will	be	held	on	Wednesday	27th	
February	where	students	will	showcase	their	learning	with	a	variety	of	
water	 confidence	ac&vi&es	and	 swimming	events.	 Year	0-2	 swimming	
lessons	take	place	in	Term	4.

YEAR	5/6	CAMP	
All	Year	five	and	six	students	are	
heading	to	Foxton	Beach	in	Week	
6	 for	a	 two	day/one	night	camp.	
Having	an	overnight	camp	at	the	
start	of	the	year	is	a	great	way		to	
foster	rela&onships	that	will	have	
posi&ve	 impacts	on	 learning	and	
the	classroom	culture	for	the	rest	
of	 the	 year.	 A	 permission	 and	
medical	 form	 has	 been	 sent	
home	 this	 week	 with	 students.	
Please	 complete	 this	 and	 return	
it	to	the	classroom	teacher.

http://www.lyttonstreet.school.nz


Check	out	our	website	-	www.ly<onstreet.school.nz

www.lyttonstreet.school.nz Check	out	our	Facebook	page	-	Ly\on	Street	School

EVENTS 
Term	Dates:	Monday	4th	February	-	Friday	12th	April		
Thursday	14th	February	-	Whānau	Evening	/	Meet	The	Teacher	
Weeks	2	-	4:	Year	3-6	Swimming	Lessons	
Wednesday	27th	February	-	Year	3-6	Swimming	Sports	
Sunday	10th	March	-	Saturday	16th	March	-	Year	5/6	Camp	to	
Foxton	Beach	(2	days/1	night	per	class)	
Weeks	6	-	8:	Whole	School	Athle&cs	
Thursday	28th	March	-	Year	3-6	Athle&cs	Sports	
Tuesday	2nd	April	-	Year	0-2	Athle&cs	SportsCO
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PARENTING	-	GAMING
Gaming	can	be	addic&ve.	I’m	not	saying	it	will	happen	to	your	child,	but	it	certainly	can	happen.	Games	actually	&ck	a	lot	of	boxes	for	
kids.	There’s	the	challenge	of	mastering	skills,	the	thrill	of	compe&&on	and	the	comradery	of	networking	with	other	gamers.	Games	are	
craced	by	ar&sts	and	scien&sts	to	s&mulate	us,	and	give	our	brains	a	surge	of	adrenaline	and	dopamine	–	making	us	want	more.

But	the	good	news	is	that	the	majority	of	gamers	handle	their	hobby	just	fine.	Evidence	also	suggests	that	kids	who	are	into	video	games	
are	ocen	 into	real	 sports	 too.	Yes,	 some	get	addicted,	but	most	don’t.	So	as	parents,	we	can	probably	worry	 less,	but	we	should	also	
remain	vigilant	and	not	be	afraid	to	step	in	and	restore	balance	in	our	kids’	lives.	

Treat	your	kids	as	the	experts
Ask	 them	 to	 explain	 their	 games	 to	 you.	 Ask	 for	 a	 demo	 –	 even	 ask	 for	 a	 turn	 (playing	 games	 together	 can	 be	 a	 great	 parent-child	
interac&on).

Be	aware	of	the	games	your	kids	are	playing
Fortunately,	all	games	come	with	an	age	ra&ng.	It	is	far	from	a	perfect	system,	but	it’s	a	good	place	to	start.

NegoZate	Zme	limits
Give	a	five	minute	warning	to	end	a	game	so	they	exit	it	well.	"I	need	you	at	the	table	in	five	minutes.	Can	you	start	saving	and	shufng	
down	now	please?"

Use	parental	controls
Your	kids’	gaming	consoles,	phones	and	tablets	will	all	have	parental	controls	built	in	to	detect	ra&ngs	and	can	be	set	to	block	excessively	
violent	or	explicit	games.	

Don’t	expect	your	kid	to	be	happy,	if	you	need	to	intervene
In	these	moments,	wind	your	anger	down	(it	never	works)	and	wind	up	your	love	and	resolve.	If	you’re	doing	it	for	their	own	good,	you’ll	
be	able	to	handle	their	disappointment.	If	you’re	taking	gaming	out	of	their	world,	think	about	what	you	could	add	into	their	lives	to	fill	
the	vacuum.	

Together, we learn to live and live to learn

MYSCHOOLLUNCH	-	EVERY	TUESDAY	&	THURSDAY		
Visit	"myschoollunch.co.nz"	and	follow	the	instruc&ons	to	
order	lunches	for	your	child/ren	on	Tuesdays	or	Thursdays.	
Payment	can	be	made	through	the	app	via	internet	banking	
or	credit	card	and	the	lunch	will	be	delivered	directly	to	
school	for	lunch&me.	Orders	must	be	ac&oned	before	9am.	
To	give	it	a	try	google	"myschoollunch.co.nz"

SEESAW	
Be	sure	to	download	the	Seesaw	Family	app	to	keep	up	to	
date	with	your	child’s	 learning.	Seesaw	is	a	student-driven	
digital	porkolio	which	only	parents	&	caregivers	can	access.	
Teachers	 empower	 students	 to	 create,	 reflect	 and	 share.	
Students	 “show	 what	 they	 know”	 using	 photos,	 videos,	
drawings	 and	 texts.	 Ask	 your	 child’s	 classroom	 teacher	
about	it	if	you’re	not	already	signed	up.

EMAILED	NEWSLETTER	
If	you	would	rather	receive	an	emailed	version	
of	our	weekly	newsle<er,	please	give	your	

preferred	email	address	to	the	office	and	we’ll	
make	sure	to	add	you	to	the	mailing	list.
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